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Walter Lam’s Story of Survival and Hope 

August 14 

San Diego’s Algae  

Industry- 

From Food to Fuel 

 
 

NEXT MEETING 

San Diego remains a world leader 

in the research and development 

of algae based food and fuel.  Join 

us as we hear from academic and 

industry leaders that are develop-

ing nutritional products and creat-

ing sources of new energy both 

locally and abroad. 

 

Guest panel speakers: 

Jason Anderson, President,  

CleanTECH San Diego 

 

Mike Burkhart, UC San Diego, 

Dept. of Chemistry and Biochem-

istry 

 

Jim Flatt, Chief Technology Of-

fice, Synthetic Genomics 

 

Martin Sabarsky, Chief Execu-

tive, Cellana 

 

     Georgina Serrano 

opened the session 

with an inspirational 

moment about world 

understanding and 

peace, followed by 

the Pledge of Alle-

giance and You’re a 

Grand Old Flag led 

by Debbie Day, ac-

companied by Larry 

Showley; and news by Bert Wahlen.  

Past President Chuck Pretto sported flip 

flops, a Hawaiian shirt and shorts to re-

capture the “Casual August” policy he 

instituted during his reign last year. He 

was accordingly fined by President 

Michelle. 

 Jeremiah Doran provided a 

quick update on the Hoover Interact pro-

gram, which has more than 150 students 

in the club and several events throughout 

the year.   Phil Blair followed, introduc-

ing two visiting veterans with significant 

computer, management and planning ex-

pertise. More details are on page 4.   

 Club 33 welcomed a new honor-

ary member, KishaLynn Elliott, Direc-

tor of College and Career Development 

at Monarch School. “KL,” as she prefers 

to be known, is a certified life coach who 

works in personal development for stu-

dents at Monarch. 

 Roger Haines, a former federal 

prosecutor, current author and noted 

French horn player, was Chair-of-the-

Day. He introduced our guest speaker 

and fellow Club 33 member, Walter 

Lam, President and CEO of the Alliance 

for African Assistance, whose organiza-

tion is making a difference for refugees 

from all over the world. 

 Walter highlighted his odyssey, 

which began in Uganda where he was 

raised, and where political warfare 

caused daily suffering and deaths. He 

fled to Kenya after high school to attend 

Egerton University. He graduated with 

a degree in Agricultural Engineering, 

went back to Uganda, and worked in 

government for five years until the gov-

ernment was overthrown. He was ar-

rested and locked in an underground 

cell with other prisoners. Many were 

killed. Walter was assigned to a burial 

detail in a forest one day and used the 

opportunity to escape. He fled to Kenya 

and eventually made it to San Diego 

where he sought political asylum. His 

wife and children were still in Uganda, 

which was the most difficult time of his 

life. 

 Walter worked at three jobs – 

school bus driver, cafeteria worker and 

security guard. It took two years for his 

wife and two sons, Bernard and Julius, 

to join him. His oldest son, was killed 

by the military, who also killed his 

mother-in-law and brother-in-law. Dur-

ing this time, Walter said he would 

wake up in the middle of the night and 

think about the people who forced him 

out of Uganda and the people who were 

still here. He wanted to share the won-

derful things people did for him with 

others and wondered what God had 

planned for him. He started the Alli-

ance for African Assistance in 1989, 

with an initial grant of $7,000 from La 

Jolla Presbyterian Church, followed by 

support from friends and other organi-

zations. 

 In Africa, poverty, starvation 

and violence are everywhere. People 

fight over their places in line for food. 

Most have lost family members and 

have no friends or others to rely on. 

Once in refugee camps, they have a 

chance to emigrate. The Alliance was 

established to address the many needs 

of San Diego’s growing African refu-

gee population.  

     
       Continued on page 2 

Tom Gable 

Editor  

Rebecca Tuggle 

Chair of the Day 

In Memory of 
Paul E. Zeigler 

1921-2014 
 

Paul was a Club 33 member since 

1974 



BEVERAGE ONLY TABLES 

Each week, beginning August 
14th, there will be 3 extra tables 
set up throughout the dining 
room at Liberty Station for 
“Beverage Only”. These tables 
are only for members who do 
not want to eat lunch. (There 
will not be any plates or flatware 
set at these tables, nor will there 
be a server assigned to these ta-
bles. If you expect lunch, don’t 
sit at these tables.) Fewer chairs 
will be set up in the back of the 
room for those that still want to 
sit there or in the event that the 
seating at these tables fill up. 

_________________ 

Reminder to Project Commit-
tee Chairs: 

Send in your favorite commit-
tee photo (high resolution) to 
Paul at the Rotary office so that 
a poster can be made for the 
Sept. 18th Committee Showcase 
and the November 6th Auction/
Salute to Military event on the 
USS Midway.   

 

ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD AT LIB-

ERTY STATION CONFERENCE CEN-

TER UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

 
Aug 
14  Bio Fuel Products Panel 

 
21  US Attorney Laura Duffy 

 

28  Sheriff Bill Gore 

 

Sept 

 

4 Innovadora 

 

11 Neel Kashkari 

 

18 Committee Showcase 

 

 

Summer Poolside Chat 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

5:00 pm -  7:00   

Location: Morrell residence 

 

This is a chance for new members to 

learn more about Club 33 and our 

wonderful committees.  Chairs from 

different committees will describe 

their committees, activities and 

ways you can participate.  Dinner 

will be provided.  This event is open 

to Grotarians only (please, no guests 

or spouses.) 

 

KPBS Tour 

Tuesday, September 23, 2014 

4:30 pm -   $30 per person 

 

Don't miss this wonderful oppor-

tunity to tour KPBS and see the 

newly remodeled second floor -- the 

Joan and Irwin Jacobs KPBS News 

Center. 

 

Please visit our website at 

www.sandiegorotary.club for 

more event details and to register.   

 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

    

Meetings: Every Thursday at Noon, Liberty Station Conference Center, 2600 Laning Road, San Diego, 92106 
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Its mission has since grown to provide social, 

cultural, and educational support and guidance 

to all refugees, internally displaced persons, 

immigrants, those seeking asylum, victims of 

torture and war, distressed women and children 

and altogether those suffering from economical 

hardship. 

 Its assistance programs in the resettle-

ment process prepare host families, secure safe 

and affordable housing, help with rent and 

transportation, provide health screenings, enroll 

children in school, provide English language 

classes and job assistance and training.  

 Walter said the Alliance has successful-

ly resettled more than 8,000 refugees from So-

malia, Sudan, Congo, Zimbabwe, Uganda, Ethi-

opia, Liberia, Eritrea, Vietnam, Iran, Kosovo, 

Bosnia, Iraq, and Russia. His favorite story: the 

lost boys of Sudan; desert nomads without a 

country who fought incredible physical and 

governmental challenges to survive each day. 

Some 3,800 refugees came to the U.S., and 104 

to San Diego and the Alliance’s job was to get 

them as self sufficient as possible. It became the 

most productive and helpful group of refugees 

Walter has ever known. The majority have col-

lege degrees. Four are working on doctorates. 

Three run organizations like the Alliance. Nine 

returned to South Sudan to help, including one 

who became an Episcopal Bishop. Ten have 

written books. 

 Walter said he had so much pain in his 

early days that he didn’t know God’s plan for 

him. He realizes God was preparing him for 

serving his children in San Diego and across the 

World. Today, his organization has a $4.2 mil-

lion annual budget and 45 staff in San Diego, 

with offices in London and Uganda.  

 For his final advice, in answer to a 

question about what could be done to help over-

come the religious wars in the Middle East and 

the roving band of military murderers taking 

Christian lives, he said first and foremost, “Pray 

for peace.” 

 “When there is no peace, we have for-

gotten that we belong to each other,” he said. 

“Pray for peace around the world.” 

 

Rotarians responded with a standing ovation. 

Walter Lam’s Story            
continued 

 

Grotarian Events 

Peter Baekkelund           Aug   11 

Bill McDade      11 

Gerard Brown      11 

Laurence Miller      11 

Ian S. Campbell      12 

Mark Deboskey      12 

R.B. Johnson      12 

G.T. Frost, Jr.      13 

Ann Hill      13 

Serhat Pala      13 

Vance Gustafson      14 

Kevin McClintock      14 

Dennis Burks      14 

Rob Dean                                 15 

Jim Wynkoop                          17 

Joe Farrage                              17 



 

FACES IN THE CROWD 

Walter Lam shared his very personal story about 

his life as a refugee from Uganda.  He received a 

standing ovation from the touched crowd.   

President Michelle welcomed new honorary mem-

ber KishaLynn Elliott to the Club.   

Honorary member Beatriz Valencia brought her 

daughter, Abigail, with her to lunch.  “Beary” joined 

us, too. 

Celia Ramirez, Geri Warnke, Debbie Day and 

incoming new member Linnea Arrington joined us 

today. 

Gil Kerlikowske, Commissioner of U.S. Customs 

and Border Protection, visited with the Club be-

fore the meeting.   

Past President Chuck Pretto was fined for sending 

out an email that declared the day “Casual Day at 

San Diego Rotary.” Marc Tarasuck, Andy Liska 

and David Oates happily obliged.   



 

Hire-A-Veteran 

Welcome our newest member 

Rotator Sponsorship 

Advertise your business AND contribute to your Rotary club at the same time! By placing an ad in our weekly Rotator, you gain 

exposure to over 500 Rotary members, including some of the top leadership in San Diego’s business community such as C level 

executives, business owners, top legal and accounting professionals, as well as civic leaders. This is an opportunity for some ex-

tra business exposure! 

  

You can also choose to sponsor the Rotator in the name of your child, new grandchild, etc., and include a photo.  

  

We have different sizing and pricing options: 

1/4 page - $150   1/2 page - $250 

 

Please contact Jim Wynkoop at Jim.Wynkoop@SuperSonicImagine.com, or cell 760-579-1798 for more info.  

Phil Blair introduced two visiting veterans at our meeting on August 7th.  Both of them are interested in new job opportunities.  

If you would like to learn more about them or have some leads for them, please contact Neil Zerbe at nzerbe@manpower-

sd.com. 

 

Thomas Franklin is a United States Navy veteran, Intelligence Specialist First Class. He supported senior military leadership 

with intelligence analysis for combat operations in Iraq and supported the engineering of new cyber technology to defeat emerg-

ing threats.  Tom has recently been employed by the defense industry developing information assurance and security efforts to 

manage big data in contested cyber domain.  Tom is a graduate of San Diego State University and would like to help a company 

seeking a seasoned information security professional. 

 

Major Thomas Moore is a United States Marine Corp veteran.  Thom is a helicopter pilot and supported White House opera-

tions as Liaison Officer and Presidential Helicopter Pilot.  Thom has been stationed in Asia and has had combat deployments to 

Afghanistan.  He has program manager experience, as well as leadership skills managing large numbers of personnel and air-

crafts operating in dynamic, tight and challenging environments. Thom is a graduate of the University of Florida and is seeking 

to bring his people skills to a company looking for an operations manager or for business development leadership. 

KishaLynn Elliott - Honorary 

Member - introduced herself to 

Club 33 today.  KishaLynn is the 

Director of College and Career De-

velopment at Monarch School. 

Michelle Candland was her sponsor. 
  

(B) 619-652-4100 

(C) 562-304-6748 

Email: 

kelliott@monarchschools.org 
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Hoover Interact Leadership Conference 

Rotary Fishing Trip 

Thank you to Bob Fletcher and G.T. Frost, Jr.  for sending in these photos from the July 20th-July 22nd Rotary fishing trip.  

Congrats to Rick McElvain for his catch...a 63lb. Bluefin Tuna! 

Doug Arbon and Roger Haines joined the Hoover Interact students for this annual  

2-day event on July 21st and July 22nd.   


