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Wine Time at Rotary 

 

May 21 

Douglas Myers 

President & CEO 

San Diego Zoo Global 

 
 

NEXT MEETING 

 

Innovation, risk-taking, and lead-

ership are the buzz words in our 

21st century San Diego economy.  

However, these words have been 

the mainstays of the San Diego 

Zoo since its founding in 1916.  

Doug Myers, San Diego Zoo 

Global President and CEO, will 

share the highlights of the Zoo's 

first 99 years and what it has 

done, and continues to do, to earn 

its World-Famous reputation eve-

ry day. 

 

 
 

 

 

And we always thought 

“Cerveza Above Self” 

was the great motivator 

for our club!  Well, to-

day we moved away 

from our fascination 

with local microbrewer-

ies and toward the fabu-

lous wines of Valle de 

Guadalupe, Mexico. But 

first we needed to “pour” through the busi-

ness part of our meeting. 

 

Prez Michelle was already into the wine 

from our guest, thanks to the loosening-of-

the-cork by Mel Katz.  I think the glass of 

wine led to some mis-information about 

my brother, Woody Ledford, who was 

delivering the Inspirational Moment.  The 

Prez kind of slurred her words but this 

scribe believes she said something nice 

about my “older” brother Woody. The 

family formally thanks you for that, Mad-

ame Prez!   

 

Woody did inspire us by sharing the im-

portance and influence in his life by both 

our father and his father-in-law. Nicely 

put, Brother! Next up, Peter Duncan led 

us in the Pledge and a wonderful rendition 

of Star Spangled Banner with Larry “The 

Entertainer” Showley at the keys.  Radio-

voice-man Bert Wahlen followed with all 

the news, this week brought to us by 

Cheryl Wilson of St. Paul’s Senior Ser-

vices. The Prez plugged for a terrific Gro-

tarian event on Tuesday, May 19 with the 

founder of High Tech High. John “The 

Racquet” Peelle announced the club’s first 

female Rotarian winner of the coveted 

Spring Tennis Tournament—none other 

than Rotarian Kristin Garrett Montgom-

ery.  Editor’s note: Kristin also happens to 

be in the “healthcare racquet.” Next, our 

amazing Cheryl Wilson introduced our 

visiting Seniors, among them a retired 

priest, CPA, teacher and SPAWAR mom 

from Puerto Rico!  Past Prez Chuck Pret-

to took the podium to welcome back for-

mer Rotary exchange student Mayon Pig-

not.  Glad to have you with us, Mayon!  

New member Mary Brown, Publisher/

COO of the Voice of San Diego was intro-

duced.  No question Mary will make a dif-

ference in Rotary Service.  And with that 

complete, the club’s business was done 

and Prez Michelle moved on to the pro-

gram by introducing the Chair of the Day, 

Mike Morton. Well actually, she waxed 

poetically about the food at the Morton 

family of restaurants, the Brigantine and 

Miguel’s! (Although in truth, we all proba-

bly share her taco-obsession!)  In an effort 

to settle things down, Mike took the mic 

and suggested the Prez “put down that 

glass of wine!” For those that don’t know, 

Mike & Family own and operate 12 highly 

successful restaurants in the region.  

 

Mike opened by introducing our visiting 

Rotarian from the farthest distance, in this 

case a CPA from Lodi, California, who 

brought as a gift (I’m not making this up), 

bottles of wine from his region!  Clearly 

this program was pre-ordained!  Finally it 

was time for the program, and Mike intro-

duced Ray Magnussen, owner of the 

Lechuza Vineyards.  Ray’s tale of vineyard

-hood was a gradual one that clearly took 

off after finally dealing with college tuition 

expenses for his family.  Boy, do most of 

us know that one!  Looking for investment 

opportunities, and with a deep familiarity 

and knowledge of Baja, Ray and his wife 

progressed from a possible restaurant, to a 

quaint bed-and-breakfast, to finally a full-

fledged vineyard and winery.  And as it 

turns out, wine is nothing new to Mexico, 

tracing roots back to El Conquistador Cor-

tez.  Valle de Guadalupe has been the site 

of such efforts since mid-1800s.  In the 

end, it became clear the club needs widen 

our ‘cerveza’ orientation (sorry, Beer-Man 

Cramer!) to include WineTime! -because, 

my fellow Rotarians, as my grape-loving 

wife is fond of saying, “It’s 5 o’clock 

somewhere!” 

Richard Ledford 

Editor 

Chair of the Day 

Mark Stuart 

2015-2016 Committee  

Sign-Up 

 

Committee sign-ups for the 

new Rotary year has begun.  

An email was sent out to all 

of our members on May 

11th.  Please go to page 2 for 

more details.  



 
The annual District Governor’s 

Dinner is being held on Monday, 

June 22nd at the La Jolla Mar-

riott.   Please come out and show 

your support as incoming club presi-

dents from our district are sworn 

in...including our own Peter Duncan.   

This is an awards dinner with presi-

dential citations, music, celebrations, 

educational diplomas, service 

awards and more.   

There is an early bird discount if you 

register before June 7.  Click here 

for registration info.   

__________________ 

The STEM Committee is looking 

for volunteers to be a judge for the 

Wilson Middle School  Science 

Fair on Tuesday, July 7 from 4-7 

pm.  Ideally, judges will have a sci-

ence or engineering background, 

although that is not a requirement.  If 

you are interested, please contact 

Bink Cook.   

 

 

Bruce Gresham         May  18 

Michael Holland   20 

Ray Uzeta     20 

Kimberly Gallo     22 

Ann Bethel    23 

Bill Kolender    23 

Ed Chaplin    24 

Arnulfo Manriquez   24 

 

 

ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 

LIBERTY STATION CONFER-

ENCE CENTER UNLESS OTHER-

WISE NOTED 
 

 

May 
 

21  Douglas Myers —   

 President/CEO  

 San Diego Zoo  Global 

 

28  Barbara Wight — COO/

 CFO Taylor Guitars 

 

June 

 

4  Audrea Taylor  —  

 President, im2moro 

 

 

JUNE 16 USO AIRPORT  

CENTER TOUR 
 

Time: 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Cost: $25 per person 

Location: 3705 North Harbor 

Drive (across from Terminal 2) 
 

Join the Grotarians for a tour in-

side the largest USO Airport Cen-

ter in the world.  Retired USMC 

Sergeant Major, Bobby Woods, 

who serves as the current Director 

of the USO Neil Ash Airport Cen-

ter, will welcome the San Diego 

Rotary Club and give us a detailed 

tour through this amazing center 

and the public art that exists 

around and within this facility.   
Food and beverages will be served 

outside on the patio at the end of 

the tour. 

 
Click here for more details and to 

register. 

 

    

Meetings: Every Thursday at Noon, Liberty Station Conference Center, 2600 Laning Road, San Diego, 92106 
Michelle Candland, President    Paul Devermann, Executive Director  

San Diego Rotary   2247 San Diego Avenue, Ste. 233, San Diego, CA 92110-2943 

Phone: 619/299-3309  Fax: 619/299-3340   e-mail: paul@rotary33.org    website: http://www.sandiegorotary.club 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GROTARIAN EVENTS 

QUICK BITS CALENDAR 

BIRTHDAYS 

2015-2016 COMMITTEE SIGN UP 

Dear San Diego Rotary Member: 
  
San Diego is a community made up of neighbor-

hoods.  Similarly, San Diego Rotary is a communi-

ty made up of committees. Participating in a com-

mittee and working with a few of your fellow Ro-

tarians makes the Rotary experience more person-

al.  Along the way, you will also further our shared 

goal of making the world a little better place for us 

having been here. 
  
For these reasons, I urge you to get involved with 

the work of Rotary: Making a Difference.  Please 

select at least one committee that you would like 

to join.  The name of the chair, vice chair or co-

chair of each committee is listed in case you have 

any questions.  You can also visit our website to 

get further information about a committee you 

might be interested in.  Click on this link to sign 

up:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2015-

2016Committee 
  
Simply fill out your name and email address at the 

top of the form, click on the committees you 

would like to join and then hit the “done” button.  

We will send a list of members to the committee 

chairs prior to the new year and they will contact 

you any committee information.  Please sign up 

by June 8. 
  
Remember, the Rotary year begins anew on July 

1st, so please re-enlist for the committees you have 

worked on in the past. 
  
Thank you for all you do. 
                                 Peter Duncan 
                                   President, 2015-2016 

 

 

 

 

 

GUITAR PLAYERS WANTED! 

This is an all-call for members in our club who play 

the guitar to participate in a pre-meeting jam ses-

sion on May 28, which is our Taylor Guitar pro-

gram.  You are encouraged to invite friends and 

family members who may want to join in on the fun 

and stay for the meeting afterwards.  More details 

to follow soon! 

http://www.crsadmin.com/EventPortal/Registrations/PublicFill/EventPublicFill.aspx?evtid=a9423f0b-7dc1-423e-a461-1bcf08ec6649
mailto:binkcook@gmail.com
http://www.sandiegorotary.club/event/grotarian-event-uso-airport-center-tour/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fleftyfretz.com%2Ftaylor-left-handed-guitars%2F&ei=M0ZWVfPbC4GXyATXvIDAAg&psig=AFQjCNFVMmlpnZXYE4Y4GeqddhZumZO30w&ust=1431803719950166
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2015-2016Committee
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2015-2016Committee


FACES IN THE CROWD  

 

SDSU Rotaracts took some time out from their studies to have 

lunch with us.   

Marten Barry, John Wertz and a guest joined us today. 

During his Inspirational Moment, Woody Ledford said his 

brother Richard Ledford has been one of his life’s biggest 

inspirations.   

Chair of the Day Mike Morton awarded a bottle of wine to the visit-

ing Rotarian from the furthest distance, and then was gifted 2 bottles 

in return!  

Our guest speaker Ray Magnussen shared the history on 

how he started his own vineyard in Mexico. 

Congratulations to Kristin Garrett Montgomery for win-

ning the Spring Tennis Tournament on May 6.   

Former exchange 

student Mayon 

Pignot thanked the 

club and her host 

family, Chuck and 

Kim Pretto, for an 

experience that 

changed her life.   

President 

Michelle wel-

comed new 

member Mary 

Walter-Brown.  

Christina 

Gustin was her 

primary spon-

sor.   



Please welcome our newest member to the club. 

 

 

Mary Walter-Brown - “News Me-

dia-Online.” Mary is the Publisher 

and COO of Voice of San Diego, a 

nonprofit investigative news organi-

zation.  Christina Gustin, Judy 

McDonald and Mike Kenny were 

her sponsors. 

(B) 619-325-0525 

Mary.brown@voiceofsandiego.org 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following applicants were recommended to the Board of Directors by the Membership Committee and will be approved for 

membership unless objections are received at the Rotary office by May 27.   

 

Lisa Carman – “Data Management” 

Herman Luis y Prado – “Manufacturing Services” 

Joe Sammartino – “Law – Civil Practice – AA” 

Kathy Kerrigan – “Human Resources - Military” 

Martha Gilmer – “Symphony Orchestra” 

Treacy Sommer – “Cable Assemblies” 

Murray Joslin – “Consultant – Legal Management Services” 

 

 

 

Our Membership Committee reminds you to give the gift of Rotary. Our website  is an excellent source of information on how 

to get the process started.    

 

 Helpful guidelines for prospective member candidates.   

 Existing member fills out the sponsor questionnaire.  This is the first step in the process of becoming a member. 

 Share our club FAQs (Facts, Answers & Questions) about membership which provides a lot of insight into the club and 

most importantly, the costs so that people understand upfront the commitment they are making. 

MOST ENDOWMENT CHALLENGE 

Price Charities established a challenge grant for donations made to Mercy Outreach Surgical 

Team (MOST) in honor of Gene Rumsey’s wife, Mary Ann.  The goal is to establish the 

MOST/Mary Ann Rumsey Endowment to ultimately fund one of the annual trips to Mexico 

to carry out the good work of MOST.  As you are probably aware, Club 33 has been an active 

supporter of MOST for a number of years, and many of our members participate in the trips.        

 

The Club’s Foundation is planning to make a donation to MOST by the end of June so that it 

meets the deadline for the match by Price Charities.  If you would like to be included, please 

make a donation to the San Diego Rotary Foundation noting the restriction that it is for the MOST/Mary Ann Rumsey Endow-

ment and send it to the office by June 15. Additional information can be found here:  www.scripps.org/MOSTchallenge 

mailto:mary.brown@voiceofsandiego.org
mailto:gil@cabrerafirm.com
http://www.sandiegorotary.club/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/San-Diego-Rotary-candidate-guidelines-reference-sheet_dec2014.pdf
http://www.sandiegorotary.club/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Sponsor-Questionnaire-Jan-2014Fillable.pdf
http://www.sandiegorotary.club/membership/sponsor-a-new-member/
http://www.sandiegorotary.club/membership/information-for-prospective-members/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brettaviation.com%2Ffly-to-win%2Fstock-vector-dividers-and-accents-five-decorative-lines-24064027%2F&ei=_ztWVb-4JoGuyATF74CQAg&bvm=bv.935640
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brettaviation.com%2Ffly-to-win%2Fstock-vector-dividers-and-accents-five-decorative-lines-24064027%2F&ei=_ztWVb-4JoGuyATF74CQAg&bvm=bv.935640
http://campaigns.scripps.org/about-us__giving__fundraising-priorities__campus-giving-opportunities__scripps-mercy-hospital__mercy-outreach-surgical-team-most__give-to-most__join-the-most-fundraising-challenge?utm_campaign=Scripps+Health+Foundation&utm_content


 

CESAR CHAVEZ ELEMENTARY COMMITTEE 

DON’T WAIT...VACCINATE COMMITTEE  

Dr. Richard Coutts and Amnon Ben-Yehuda addressed students at Hoover High School after the showing of the "Invisible 

Threat" film. Students then participated in a obstacle course and finished with a "Color Run" in which students are hit with col-

ored dye, representing the threat of the spread of disease from-non immunized people in a community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using a $3,000 grant from our Project Allocation Committee, we obtained a District Matching Grant, to enhance the School Li-

brary.  With $6,000 at the Committee’s disposal, we spoke with the principal, Francisco Sanchez, as well as the previous princi-

pal, Celia Ramirez, to find out where the need for help was the greatest.  What we found out was, due to a lack of age-

appropriate furniture, the lower grade students weren’t using the library to any degree.  With the help of Francisco and the Li-

brary Assistant, Xenia Villalino, we ordered tables, chairs of various types, rugs and hand puppets (for story telling).  The results 

have been outstanding (see attached photos).  With about $1,700 left from the grant, those funds are being used to purchase 

books not currently stocked in the library.  The Committee is extremely pleased to help support education through reading litera-

cy, which is one of RI’s major goals. 

         Craig Blower/Dick Troncone, Committee Co-Chairs 


