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A Presidential Program 

 

February 11,  2016 

 

My Sweet Valentine 

A Sweethearts Day  

Celebration 

 

A return to our tradition of a 

musical Valentine’s Day pro-

gram! 

This year’s program will feature 

pianist Bryan Verhoye, re-

nowned guitarist Gregg Nestor 

and the voices of Steve Hub-

bard, Brandon Horrocks, and the 

Club 33 Singers. Pat Crowell 

will entertain us with some of 

his thoughts about Valentine’s 

Day and Suzy Spafford will il-

lustrate live a Valentine featur-

ing Suzy’s Zoo characters. There 

will be a free raffle for a Suzy’s 

illustration, and an additional 

two lucky Rotarians will win 

brunch for 2 at the Westgate Ho-

tel, compliments of Richard 

Cox.  

 

It is a lunch you will truly enjoy, 

especially if you bring a special 

sweetheart or two.  Please call 

or email the Rotary office by 

the end of the day on Monday, 

Feb 8 if you plan to bring a 

guest to this program.   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Next Meeting 

It’s fair to say that this 

week’s meeting was as presi-

dential as it gets.  Right from 

the start, our own President 

Peter started things off with 

a rather regal ringing of the 

bell. He then went on to in-

troduce Peter Bowie for the 

Inspirational Moment, but 

not before telling a rather un-presidential tale 

of an incident where the young Mr. Bowie, 

while aboard the USS Galveston, enthusiasti-

cally signed up to rescue some lovely college 

co-eds…who didn’t exist. (You can read 

more about that at the end of the newsletter.) 

 

Peter Bowie brought the respectability back 

to the room when he said that it’s not the 

presidents of history who inspire him, but our 

club’s very own Doug Arbon (who can argue 

with that?). Peter said Doug’s encouragement 

to think globally, and to find ways to work 

together in peace, can be an inspiration for us 

all. 

 

Debbie Day then led us all in the Pledge and 

the Star Spangled Banner, accompanied by 

Larry Showley. This was followed by Mark 

Burgess and the news, sponsored by Court-

ney Liddy of UBS Financial Services, Inc. 

President Peter then returned to the micro-

phone to welcome our large and lively group 

of visitors, including Hoover High Interacts, 

City Heights Rotaracts and SDSU Rotaracts.  

 

It was then time to build the Brown Bag buzz. 

Diana Marjip-Chuh listed the impressive 

options for us all to visit on February 25th. 

(You have until the 19th to get signed up, so 

visit the club’s events page now!) Next up 

was Mia Harenski, who introduced this 

year’s class of extraordinary Hoover Inter-

acts. Mia took the opportunity to thank Rob-

ert Price of Price Philanthropies, who was in 

our audience, for the organization’s support 

of the program. There were also kudos for our 

own Joe Austin, Hoover High’s Principal, 

and the other staff members who were pre-

sent.  

Deirdre Malone 

Editor 

We then got to meet our club’s newest 

members, Martha Gilmer and Robert 

Coleman, before President Peter intro-

duced Chair of the Day Ann Hill, listing 

just a short sample of her amazing com-

munity involvement, leadership and acco-

lades, and also seeming to find great envy 

in Ann’s ability to keep 60 rose bushes 

alive compared to his four.  

 

Ann’s first order of business was to wish 

our own Jenni Prisk a Happy Birthday 

(you could spot Jenni right underneath 

her birthday balloons, or by sniffing out 

the birthday cheesecake at her table.) Ann 

welcomed our visiting Rotarians before 

introducing our speaker, Richard Lederer.   

 

Richard is the author of more than 50 

books on language, history and humor, 

including his Anguished English series. 

His Lederer on Language column appears 

in newspapers around the country, includ-

ing our own U.T. On this fine day he 

joined us to talk about…what 

else?...presidents. 

 

Specifically, Richard was all about get-

ting to the most fascinating facts about 

our 43 presidents (Do NOT tell him there 

were 44. It makes him mad). His mission 

was to give us enough interesting tidbits 

to help us win any bar bet on presidential 

trivia. And so he did. A few highlights: 

 A morbid yet fitting coincidence? 

The two presidents who died on the 

same day were Presidents Adams and 

Jefferson, who both died on July 4, 

1826, exactly 50 years after the Dec-

laration of Independence became offi-

cial.  

 The youngest man to serve as presi-

dent? Why that would be President 

Teddy Roosevelt, who stepped in af-

ter the assassination of President Wil-

liam McKinley. (JFK, who may have 

been your first guess, was the young-

est president to ever get elected). 

 

                                  Continued on page 2 

Greg Zinser 

Chair of the Day 
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CLUB 33 GOLF TOURNAMENT 

 

If you are interested in participating 

in the next round of the Club 33 Golf 

Tournament at the San Diego Coun-

try Club on February 26, please 

contact Marten Barry or Alli Lucas 

to sign up. 

___________________________ 

 

Bequest Society Members  

Please remember to update your 

wills, estates or trusts to include the 

Rotary Club of San Diego Founda-

tion.  Click here for more infor-

mation. 

 

___________________________ 

 

Sodexo Catering will be conduct-

ing weekly surveys on their food 

and service for our Thursday meet-

ings.  Please take the time to com-

plete the short survey on your table 

whenever you attend a program.  

Your feedback is important to them, 

as is working with us, to keep the 

quality of food and service at its 

best. 

 

 

 

 

ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 

LIBERTY STATION CONFER-

ENCE CENTER UNLESS OTHER-

WISE NOTED 

 

February 

 

11 - Sweetheart’s Musical Pro-

gram 

 

18—Rady Children’s First Pedi-

atric Heart Transplant 

 

25—Brown Bag Luncheon (no 

meeting at Liberty Station) 

 

 

 

 

Museum of Contemporary Art San 

Diego-La Jolla  

Tuesday, February 23  

5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
 

The Museum of Contemporary Art 

San Diego (MCASD) is the region’s 

foremost forum devoted to the explo-

ration and presentation of the art of 

our time, presenting works across all 

media created since 1950. MCASD 

provides an unprecedented variety of 

exhibition spaces and experiences for 

the community, showcasing an inter-

nationally recognized collection and a 

dynamic schedule of exhibitions and 

public programs. You can also take in 

the fabulous ocean view from the Ed-

wards Garden Gallery. 

 

Ticket price is $30.  We will have 

docent guided tours, heavy hors 

d’oeuvres and adult beverages.  

More details to follow soon about 

the exhibits that we will see! 

 

Click here to register. 

 

    

Meetings: Every Thursday at Noon, Liberty Station Conference Center, 2600 Laning Road, San Diego, 92106 
Peter Duncan, President    Paul Devermann, Executive Director  

San Diego Rotary   2247 San Diego Avenue, Ste. 233, San Diego, CA 92110-2943 

Phone: 619/299-3309  Fax: 619/299-3340   e-mail: paul@rotary33.org    website: http://www.sandiegorotary.club 

 

GROTARIAN EVENTS 

QUICK BITS CALENDAR 

BIRTHDAYS 

                

                February 

Gary Weitzman    8 

A.J. Antun               13 

Don Tartre   14 

Greg Pyke               14 

 

 What about our oldest president? Up to now 

President Gerald Ford has held the record as 

our longest living president. He was alive for 

more than 93 years…and 1.5 months longer 

than President Ronald Reagan (who, inci-

dentally, was turned down for a part in a polit-

ical film back when he was an actor because 

he didn’t look presidential enough).  

 The award for overachiever? President Wil-

liam Taft, who, upon his appointment as Chief 

Justice of the Supreme Court, became the only 

man to ever head both the executive and judi-

cial branches of our government.  

 

In addition to his interesting tidbits, Richard also 

spent some time looking at some presidential pat-

terns. He noted that, since 1896, the party in pow-

er has stayed in power for more than one term 

(with the exception of President Jimmy Carter’s 

term). This being said, he also noted that there has 

been more frequent jumping back and forth in re-

cent history, which might indicate a party change 

in the upcoming election. (Hold on, though. The 

addition of a strong female candidate makes this 

year’s election hard to predict!) 

 

As all of this talk of presidents and prose came to 

an end, our own President Peter introduced his 

own bit of poetry in dedication to our speaker. The 

last two lines: “Tell me what thy lordly name is, 

you forgetterer. Quoth the Speaker, Richard Le-

derer.” 

 

This, of course, proved that presidents aren’t just 

fascinating; they can also find a rhyme for any-

thing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 

A Presidential Program 
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ANNUAL BROWN BAG LUNCHEON 

One of the long standing traditions of Rotary, the Brown Bag Luncheon provides members with a chance to visit a vast number 

of member businesses and join fellow Rotarians at their place of work. 

 

This year’s Brown Bag Luncheon will take place on FEBRUARY 25, 2016 

DEADLINE TO SIGN UP FOR A LUNCH IS BY MIDNIGHT ON FEBRUARY 19. 

 

THERE WILL NOT BE A MEETING AT LIBERTY STATION   

•Lunches will be from 12-1:30 pm unless the host has indicated differently in their description. 

•Lunch will be served at all sites. 

•Registration is required in order to participate - please, no walk-ins. 

•Guests are welcome but must be registered. You will be charged the normal $31 lunch fee per guest. 

•Each location has limited space available. We will close registration once their max attendees has been reached. 

•You will receive an email confirming your choice of lunch site. 

 

Don't forget to sign in upon your arrival so you can get credit for your attendance.  Enjoy! 

 

 

Thank you to all of our participating hosts this year and to our 

Brown Bag Luncheon Chairs Diana MarJip-Chuh and Jim Hughes for organizing the event! 

 

2016 Brown Bag Lunch “Menu Selection” 

 
 

 

 

 

Jackie Robinson Family YMCA 

Academy of Our Lady of Peace 

San Diego Magazine 

NAI San Diego 

Art Institute of California-San Diego 

Timken Museum of Art 

Reuben H. Fleet Science Center 

CHP Dispatch Center/Caltrans TMC 

Scripps Health 

San Diego Oasis 

San Diego Humane Society & SPCA 

 

More information on each site and a link to register, click on the link below 

 

http://www.sandiegorotary.club/event/annual-brown-bag-luncheon/ 

 

 

http://www.sandiegorotary.club/event/annual-brown-bag-luncheon/


FACES IN OUR CROWD 

Guest speaker Richard Lederer with a few of his fans: (left) with Gary Nelson; (center) with Maureen Gray and her sister Dr. Janette 

Gray; (right) President Peter’s surprised Richard with his own doggerel of Edgar Allan Poe’s The Raven. 

Spotted in our crowed (from left to right): Pete Ellsworth, Walter Lam and Roger Haines with visiting Rotarians from Great Britain; new 

member Martha Gilmer with her sponsor Ben Clay; John and Kathy Hattox 

(Left) The Peace Committee celebrated Jenni Prisk’s birthday during their meeting; (center) Hoover High sophomore students and new 

Interact members check in; (right) Glenn Younger welcomed the students. 

Phil Blair pre-

sented new mem-

ber Robert Cole-

man with his 

member badge. 

President Peter 

made his way 

around the room 

to greet our new-

est Interact mem-

bers.  

Beatriz Valencia, Mia 

Harenski, Joe Austin and 

President Peter presented 

Interact certificates and 

pins to 50 Hoover High 

sophomores who have 

been selected among the 

200 applicants to join the 

club.  



MEMBERSHIP 

Please welcome our newest members to the club: 

Martha Gilmer “Symphony Orchestra.”  

Martha became CEO of the San Diego Sym-

phony in October 2014 after a 35-year ca-

reer at the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.   

 

In addition to symphonic music, she loves to 

listen to artists across a wide range of gen-

res— Queen, Frank Sinatra, Roberta Flack and Miles Davis.  

And she loves line-dancing...although she doesn’t have any 

boots. 

 

Ben Clay,  Julia Brown and Nikki Clay were her sponsors. 

Email: mgilmer@sandiegosymphony.org 

Business phone:  619-615-3958 

The Four-Way Test Speech Contest Committee is asking for volunteers to help prepare the Hoover High School Interactors for 

the upcoming contest.  The committee would like you to support these kids by doing one or more of the following: 

 

1.  Be a mentor at the pre-contest workshops.  Sit at the tables with the kids – one on one – and help them polish their speech-

es and give them positive feedback as they practice their speeches during the workshop times on Fridays at Price Charities 

from 3 to 5.  Help Divya Kakaiya at High Tech High with her group who are just as nervous, but are courageous enough to go 

through with the process. 

 

2.  Attend the preliminary Hoover High Contest on Friday, February 19 at 4:00 pm at Price Charities. 

 

3.  Attend the Club 33 Speech Contest on Monday, February 22 at 6:00 pm at Price Charities.  We’ll have 12 speakers – 3 

each from Hoover High, High Tech High, St. Augustine and Our Lady of Peace Academy. 

 

4.  Finally, when you make your annual donation to Club 33, you may consider directing all or part of it to the Speech 

Committee.  Your support will help us to increase the monetary award.   

 

The workshops and contests are held at Price Charities, thanks to the generous donation of Robert Price and the Price family, at 

4305 University Avenue, San Diego, CA  92105 - 6th Floor meeting room (east side of building) – at Fairmont Blvd. and Univer-

sity Avenue in City Heights.  There is ample parking. 
 

Contact Janet McDonough or Jack Berkman for more information.  

Members Bev Siligmueller, Bridget Meckley, Jack Berkman and Julia Holladay mentor Hoover High Interact students for the Club 

33 Four-Way Speech Contest. Each Friday (since late December) from 3:00 - 5:00 Rotarians meet at Price Charities with the students. 

A tremendous one-on-one opportunity for Rotarians to help the students! 

FOUR-WAY TEST SPEECH CONTEST 2016 

Robert Coleman “Social Services-Second 

Chance.”  Robert is the President and CEO 

of Second Chance, a non-profit organiza-

tion that offers programs for job readiness, 

life skills training, behavioral health and 

prisoner re-entry services, and relapse pre-

vention and sober-living housing for adults 

and youth in need.   
 

Robert is a native of England and has lived here in the US 

for the last 10 years.  He enjoys hiking Diamond Head on 

the island of Oahu, Hawaii every other weekend.  (This is 

possible to due to the fact that his wife Fran works for Ha-

waiian Airlines!) 
 

Phil Blair,  Peter Callstrom and Mel Katz were his spon-

sors. 

Email: robertcoleman@outlook.com 

Business phone:  619-839-0962 
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STEM COMMITTEE 
As one of our club’s STEM programs, members volunteered at the Fleet Science Night at Central Elementary on Tuesday, Feb-

ruary 2nd.  Kids learned about gravity, the forces of flight with the Bernoulli's principle and photoreceptor cells and how your 

eyes see colors. And many other scientific activities during the evening.   

The Hoover High School Seniors who are the first recipients of the 

CADES scholarship have been selected, and the STEM committee 

held a meeting to introduce them to Club 33 members.  After meeting 

the students, Bob Kyle who is the main benefactor of the scholarships, 

said that meeting the students and hearing their stories gave him opti-

mism for the future. 



EVENT PHOTOS 

These are photos from the Club’s networking event on February 3rd at the offices of Higgs, Fletcher & Mack. 

Thanks to John Morrell for hosting the event and to all that participated.  There were more than 80 in attendance! 
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