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What’s New at SeaWorld 

 
June 15, 2017 

 
Biotechnology in  

San Diego 
 

The Biotechnology Innovation Or-
ganization (BIO) is holding its an-
nual convention here on June 19 to 
22 at the San Diego Convention 
Center. It is the biggest biotech 
event in the world,with some 
15,000 to 16,000 expected to attend, 
with 1,800 exhibitors.  
 
San Diego is the third largest bio-
tech region in the country and more 
than 30 local companies will be pre-
senting at BIO. 
 
These San Diego companies and 
research institutions are leading in 
areas of biotechnology that include 
digital healthcare and advances to-
ward approved drugs in treating 
Alzheimer’s Disease. 
 
The program will highlight the top 
life science, biotech and medical 
advances occurring here in our city, 
plus relate it to the bigger picture of 
biotech contributions to daily life 
(food safety, wellness, nutrition, 
better health, etc.). It will also high-
light the economic impact biotech 
has in San Diego and also the quali-
ty of the workers it is attracting. 
 
Our guest speakers will be: 
 
Steve Mento, President and CEO 
of Conatus, and Chairman of the 
San Diego Steering Committee for 
BIO2017 
 
Sara Radcliffe, President of Cali-
fornia Life Science Association  
 
Kathleen Lynch of Illumina  
 
Our Chair of the Day: Tom Gable 

  

Next Meeting 

Paul Van Roon, who received his second  
pin. Past President (and beloved Mr. San 
Diego) George Gildred received his Major 
Donor crystal and diamond pin, an honor 
reserved for those who have contributed 
$10,000 or more over time to Rotary Inter-
national. Thanks to all of you for your sup-
port and commitment to Rotary! 

It was then time to dive back into 
the world of the sea. Don Kent, CEO of 
Hubbs-SeaWorld Research Institute and 
also our chair of the day, bestowed institute 
gifts on our visitors from farthest away, 
though he may have gotten himself into 
some hot water when he suggested that their 
trek from Mission Valley was a smooth sail 
compared to his commute from Encinitas. 

Don then introduced our speaker, 
Marilyn Hannes, who runs a tight ship as 
Park President of SeaWorld and Aquatica, 
leading all operations for both of the parks, 
which include 4,600 employees…not to 
mention the 12,000 animals! 

Marilyn took us on a journey 
through the current and future state of Sea-
World, which first opened in 1964. It took 
up 21 acres at the time. Today it’s expanded 
by nearly 170 more. Here are few highlights 
of her talk: 
 Over the last 53 years, SeaWorld has 

seen over 163 million guests, with over 
9 million youth, students and teachers 
participating in its education programs. 

 SeaWorld’s community involvement 
includes free admission for millions of 
military personnel, thousands of annual 
field trips for students, and corporate 
responsibility programs that, among 
other things, have eliminated plastic 
bags at the parks and created a saltwater 
bathroom.  

 SeaWorld’s Conservation Fund has giv-
en more than $13 million in grants, and 
its rescue team has saved more than 
30,000 animals.   

 SeaWorld may have ended its previous 
orca show, but the new “Orca Encoun-
ter” combines a live orca presentation in 
a natural setting with an enhanced digi-
tal environment, providing a new under-
standing of the life of a killer whale.  
 
                              Continued on page 2 

The sea of smiling Rotarian 
faces was the perfect setting 
for the celebration of World 
Oceans Day at this week’s 
meeting, which officially got 
underway when President 
John shared a few kind 
words about one of San Die-
go’s most important institu-

tions: SeaWorld.  
It was all hands on deck for the next 

few minutes, beginning with the Inspiration-
al Moment from Andy Fichthorn, former 
president of SeaWorld San Diego. Andy 
talked about his friendship with SeaWorld’s 
founder, George Millay, who provided 
Andy with a whole new meaning for his 
vision of the park: “Touch a world that 
touches you.”  

Next up was Joe Zakowski, who led 
us in the Pledge and the singing of America, 
accompanied by Katie Fulhorst. Mark Bur-
gess then brought us the latest news, 
sponsored by Glenn Younger of Grah Safe 
and Lock, along with some ear-splitting 
small talk from a couple of drunken whales.  

We then came back up for air for 
the video-of-the-week, which laid out the 
simple difference between the brain of a 
man (lots of tiny boxes containing only one 
subject at a time), and the brain of a woman 
(a big ball of wire connecting everything to 
everything else, all driven by that pesky hu-
man phenomenon known as emotion). The 
video was a tribute to our own “brainiac” 
Divya Kakaiya, who isn’t just part of the 
2017 LEAD Impact Class, but also received 
the Herbert G. Klein Award. Go, Divya! 

We then got to meet a bevy of new 
members…sort of. With President John’s 
term nearing an end, his goal was clear: get 
as many new members as possible intro-
duced and paying dues before the end of the 
month so that he can get the credit (sorry, 
Bob Russell!). And so, while we got a 
quick glimpse of Shawn Dixon, Allison 
Whitney, Justin Yeager and Mike Mur-
phy, we’ll have to wait until the new Rotary 
year for their official, individual introduc-
tions. 

We didn’t have to wait, however, to 
honor our latest Paul Harris Fellows: Linnea 
Arrington, who received her  fir st pin, and  

  Deirdre Maloney 
Editor 



Annual Donation: 
 
There is still time to make your an-
nual donation before this Rotary 
year ends! Please call the office to 
make a donation by credit card, or 
mail your check before June 30th.          
                                      

   
                                                June 
Ian Stewart     12 

Yvonne Larsen   12 

David Kvendru   12 

LeAnne Stefl   13 

Jeremiah Doran   13 

Carl Brown   15 

Don Wilkie   15 

Richard Walker   16 

Mike Collins   16 

Mary Colacicco   17 

Cathy LeClair   17 

Wayne Goodermote  17 

Brandon Horrocks  17 

Evan Wahl   18 

Steve Mueller   18 

 
ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 
LIBERTY STATION CONFER-
ENCE CENTER UNLESS OTHER-
WISE NOTED 
 

June 

 

15 Biotechnology in San Diego 

 

 

22 Steven Moore, President,  

       Moore Worldwide 

 

 

29 Annual President’s Roast 

 

July  

 

6 DARK 

 

13   Change of Command 

 

 

 

Balboa Park Revealed: a one-

hour walking tour led by Tomas 

Herrera-Mishler, President and 

CEO of the Balboa Park Conserv-

ancy. While we can all celebrate 

our wonderful treasure of Balboa 

Park, we may not realize many of 

the issues with which the park is 

faced and how the Conservancy, 

in partnership with the city, is 

working to ensure the long-term 

sustainability of the park. 

 

Following the tour, we’ll  enjoy 

food and beverages catered by 

Panama 66.  

 

Date: Tuesday, July 18 

Time: 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Cost: $25 per person 

 

Click here for more event details 

and to register.  
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 The park’s new Ocean Explorer area includes 
the new “Tentacle Twirl” and “Octorock” at-
tractions, and its new Electric Ocean spectacular 
will light up the night sky with such features as 
“Atlantis Ignites” and “Cirque Electrique.” 

 SeaWorld is in the midst of planning even more 
exciting developments, including the “Electric 
Eel” rollercoaster and a new family resort. 
 

      Marilyn also addressed the challenges fac-
ing SeaWorld. She said misinformation about the 
parks and its shows have led to a lack of under-
standing and a risk to the park’s reputation. A new 
and evolving brand campaign attempts to address 
these issues, emphasizing SeaWorld’s vision of 
“inspiring people to protect animals and the wild 
wonders of our world.” 

Marilyn believes that SeaWorld can inspire 
millions to learn and become better stewards of our 
earth. She asked us all to share the SeaWorld story 
so that we may inspire each other, as well as future 
generations to come. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Please welcome our newest members to the club: 

2017-18  
COMMITTEE SIGN-UP  

 
Be sure to sign up for a commit-
tee by June 23! 
 
Remember, the Rotary year be-
gins anew on July 1st, so you 
must re-enlist for the committees 
you have worked on in the past. 
 
Here is the link to sign up:  2017-
18 Committee Sign-Up. Simply 
click on the buttons next to the 
committee(s) you would like to 
join and then click the "Done" but-
ton at the bottom of the page to 
submit your selections. 
 
We are looking forward to working 
with you in service this coming 
Rotary year. 

Justin Yeager  - “Investment-Wealth 
Management, Additional Active.” 
Justin is an investment Advisor Repre-
sentative for Kingstone Capital Part-
ners.  His sponsors were Mike Morton, 
Sr., Dan Amaro and David Oates. 

Allison Whitney - “Health Services-
Autism.” Allison is the founder and 
president of the non-profit   
B.I.A.N.C.A. (Be Involved*Act 
Now*Cure Autism, Inc.) Her sponsors 
were Kristen Ford, Dan Amaro and 
Diana MarJip-Chuh. 

Mike Murphy - “Hotels-National 
Chain.” Mike is the general manager 
for the Residence Inn & SpringHill 
Suites San Diego Downtown/Bayfront. 
His sponsors were Sandy Purdon, John 
Hawkins and David Oates. 

Shawn Dixon - “Zoological Gardens, 
Additional Active.” Shawn is the Chief 
Operation Officer for San Diego Zoo 
Global.  His sponsors were Mark Stuart, 
Doug Myers and Bill McDade.  

http://www.sandiegorotary.club/event/grotarian-event-walking-tour-balboa-park/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2017-18comitteesignup
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2017-18comitteesignup


FACES IN OUR CROWD 

(Left) Suzy Spafford gifts a copy of “Periwinkle’s Journey,” a book that she co-authored and illustrated, to guest speaker Marilyn Hannes, 
and Chair of the Day Don Kent; (right)  Andy Fichthorn delivered our Inspirational Moment.  

Spotted in our crowd: (left) Dennis Burks and John Hawkins; (right) Jim Jessop and Don Balfour; (below, left) Kimberly Higgins;  
(bellow, right) Jonathan Gallagher. 

Congratulations to (left) Linnea Arrington, (center) Paul Van Roon, and (right) George Gildred for their Paul Harris Fellowship recognition. 


