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Saluting our Military 

 

November 16, 2017 
 

Annual Giving Thanks, 
Giving Back Auction 

 
 

Join us starting at 11:00 am to shop 
and bid on the many wonderful auc-
tion items, and enjoy a glass of 
champagne or mimosa, too! This is 
our only fundraiser of the year so 
your participation in the auction and 
paddle raise is most appreciated.  
Your support raises money to sup-
port our Club’s service projects and 
our Impact Fund. Be sure to inform 
the office if you will be bringing 
guests to the program.  
 
Among the items available for bid-
ding are: 
 
 A day at The Golden Door Spa 
 Mountain Cabin BBQ for 12 
 A 5-course gourmet dinner for 

10 hosted by the Stirlings 
 1 week in Kauai 
 Sunset Cruise for 20  
 A one week Tesla rental 
 Safari Park Caravan Safari Ad-

venture for 15 
 Multiple pieces of original art 

including glass art 
 Aztec football and basketball 

tickets 
 Photo camera classes 
 Golf lessons 
 San Diego Gulls tickets 
 Private Personal Training  
 Catered lunch for 15 
 Multiple gift baskets 
 A fun run with Meb Keflezighi 
 Wine and more wine! 
 And much more 
 
Don’t forget to pick up a bid num-
ber at Check-in. See you there! 

  

Next Meeting 

did Lincoln High School win by another 
large margin this past week, costing him 
more dollars in donations, but they qualified 
for the playoffs, meaning the charges will 
continue to mount!   
 The President then honored mem-
ber and international icon Meb Keflezighi, 
the only man to have won an Olympic med-
al and both the Boston and New York Mar-
athons, and who completed, he says, his last 
marathon this past week in New York City. 
Meb came in 11th  out of thousands of run-
ners.  
 Guilford H. Whitney, president of 
Club 33 from 1935-36, was President Bob’s 
history man of the week.  Owner of Whit-
ney’s Department store downtown on 5th 
Avenue, “Gil” witnessed his store burn 
down in a horrendous fire, and drove the 
rebuild and reopening to happen in just 40 
days!  Could that happen today?  He sup-
ported the first Fleet Week celebration in 
San Diego and oversaw the San Diego Ro-
tary sponsorship of the Tijuana Rotary 
Club. 
 Never missing a chance to supple-
ment our coffers, President Bob called on 
Jim Jessop, 4th generation of the venera-
ble Jessop’s Jewelers, which will be closing 
this year with Jim’s retirement.  Jim an-
nounced a “going-out-of-business-sale” for 
VIP’s (that’s us, folks!) on Tuesday, No-
vember 14th, and then for the general public 
on November 17th.  He did NOT say what 
would happen to the fabulous clock now at 
Horton Plaza!  That is a treasure I believe 
San Diego should maintain and protect.  
President Bob fined him $1250, $10 for 
each of the 125 years the company has been 
in business, and then whined about the loss 
of the pocket calendars Jessop’s provided 
every year.  Jim promised to bring a supply 
of 2018 calendars next week, which would 
give our technology-challenged president 
one more year to learn how to use the calen-
dar app on his mobile phone!   
 Chair of the Day Jim Wynkoop, a 
West Point Grad, now a specialist in medi-
cal device sales, an expert in Brazilian Jiu 
Jitsu and off-roading, thanked the Military 
Affairs Committee for their continued ser-
vice and support of our military community, 
then did the honor of introducing our guest 
speaker.                      Continued on page 2      

President Bob called the 
meeting to order announcing 
that today is “National Louisi-
ana Day,” tomorrow is the 
U.S. Marine Corps birthday, 
and Saturday is Veterans Day.  
Perfect, since today we are 
having our annual Salute to 
the Military program. 
      Kathleen Carroll, with 

three Marine Corp officers in the family, 
was excited to inspire our fellow Rotarians 
and military guests. In her Inspirational Mo-
ment, she spoke of Senator John McCain’s 
POW time at the Hanoi Hilton and the story 
of his fellow guest “Mike,” who sewed a 
U.S. flag into his shirt.  When the captors 
discovered it, they beat Mike for hours.  But 
they didn’t defeat him.  He started another 
flag immediately and demonstrated hope 
immediately after. 
 After the presentation of the colors 
by the Marine Corp Color Guard, the Na-
tional Anthem was sung acapella with ex-
traordinary heart and perfection by Sgt. Da-
vid Corderman with the Marine Band San 
Diego.   
 President Bob, with sincerest re-
spect and gratitude, then introduced our mil-
itary VIPs. Representing the United States 
Navy, Rear Admiral Yancy Lindsey, Com-
mander Navy Region Southwest; represent-
ing the Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Colo-
nel Jim Gruny, Chief of Staff for MCRD; 
representing the United States Air Force, 
Colonel Dennis Tucker, Commander of the 
AFROTC Detachment at SDSU; represent-
ing the US Coast Guard Sector San Diego, 
Commander Kris Szczechowicz; and repre-
senting the United States Army, Lieutenant 
Colonel Dennis Keener, 79th Infantry Bri-
gade Combat Team, National Guard.   Also 
joining us were Bobby Woods, Director of 
the USO at the Neil Ash Airport Center, 
Lorin Stewart, CEO for USO San Diego, 
Jack Chirrick, Senior Director for Operation 
Homefront, and Tim Ney, Executive Direc-
tor of the San Diego Armed Services 
YMCA. President Bob gave extra recogni-
tion to those veterans in the audience who 
had given 30 or more years of service to our 
country. 
 Announcing with a humorous cha-
grin, President Bob confessed that not only  
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Join our holiday chorus! 
 
Join the Holiday Chorus 
for our annual Holiday 
Program on December 14. 
For more information, 

please contact Brandon Horrocks at 
bhorrocks@gmail.com                 

                                      November 
Keith McKenzie             13 
Linnea Arrington             14 
Marla Black              15 
Monica Page-Allen             15 
Kristen Ford              15 
Sharon Hilliard               15 
Andy Fichthorn              16 
Steve Coopersmith             17 
Irene Wells              19 
Steve Porter              19 

ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 
LIBERTY STATION CONFER-
ENCE CENTER UNLESS OTHER-
WISE NOTED 
 

 

November 

 

16 Auction 

 

23 Dark—no meeting 

 

30 Shelley Zimmerman- 

      SD Police Chief  

 

 

Grotarian Holiday Party at the 

Timken Museum 

December 5, 5:30pm - 7:30pm 

Cost: $40.00 
 

Please join the Grotarians as we 

celebrate the holidays at the Tim-

ken Museum of Art.  We will en-

joy fine art, scrumptious food and 

drinks, and delightful company! 
 

In December of each year, the 

Timken presents its "Jewels of the 

Season" holiday ornament dis-

play.  Over 2,000 ornaments have 

been painstakingly handcrafted 

by San Diegans Florence Hord 

and Elizabeth Schlappi over the 

course of 80 years, drawing influ-

ence from the popular Faberge 

egg. The dazzling ornament in-

stallation is designed by San Die-

go State University graduate stu-

dents and is fast becoming a San 

Diego holiday tradition.  
 

Click here for  more details and 

to register.  

  

Meetings: Every Thursday at Noon, Liberty Station Conference Center, 2600 Laning Road, San Diego, 92106 
Bob Russell, President    Paul Devermann, Executive Director  

San Diego Rotary   2247 San Diego Avenue, Ste. 233, San Diego, CA 92110-2943 
Phone: 619/299-3309  Fax: 619/299-3340   e-mail: paul@rotary33.org    website: http://www.sandiegorotary.club 
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CALENDAR 

BIRTHDAYS 

Officer and Board 
Election 
 
Check your inbox! On 
November 13, the  
 

ballot and candidate information for 
this year’s election will be emailed 
to you.  You will have until mid-
night on December 8 to submit your 
vote electronically.  If you do not 
have an email address, you will be 
mailed a ballot and voting infor-
mation.  Results will be announced 
at the Holiday Party on Dec. 14. 

 Lane Nishikawa, actor, award-winning 
filmmaker and playwright, teacher, published writ-
er, and a Japanese American with a long history in 
Asian American Theatre, presented clips from two 
of his very poignant films about the WWII Japanese 
internments and heroic military service.   
 “Never Forget” and “Only the Brave” are 
films about the 10 internment camps established in 
the U.S. by Executive Order 9066 under President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt to authorize the reloca-
tion and evacuation of 120,000 Japanese. Eighty-six 
thousand of these Japanese were American citizens 
who, during the process, lost their homes, business-
es, personal possessions, dignity, pride, and self-
worth, because of their race. There was no due pro-
cess and no charges laid.  They were reassembled in 
very uninhabitable situations.  But they did not al-
low themselves to be defeated.   
 Twenty-four thousand Japanese Americans 
served in the military of WWII, and many volun-
teered from the camps to defend their country.  The 
100th Infantry Battalion, a Nisei group combining 
with the 144th Infantry Regiment, was the most dec-
orated in U.S. history, and many served in the Mili-
tary Intelligence Service, doing undercover work 
and translations.  They served in N. Africa, Italy, 
France and Germany, and liberated the skeletal pris-
oners of Dachau on March 1, 1945.   
 “We have to be diligent in our protection of 
our democracy,” Mr. Nishikawa stated, in spite of 
the history of this abuse to the Japanese.  He is 
making a purpose and gift of his talents in sharing 
this story, so long closeted, to help restore the pride 
of his fellow Japanese Americans.   
 President Ronald Reagan made a national 
apology in 1982 with HR 442, authorizing a restitu-
tion to surviving members of the Order 9066 of 
$20,000 to each survivor.  When the terrorists 
struck the Twin Towers on September 11, President 
Bush said there would be NO abuse of the peoples 
of those terrorist nationalities. We have a lesson 
learned.  Mr. Nishikawa reported that there are now 
teacher training programs in the schools to provide 
information and materials for students to learn 
about this piece of history. He also told us that the 
Japanese American Citizens League is working 
with the Secretary of the Navy to have a US Mili-
tary ship named after Joe Rosenthal, the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning photographer of the famous “Raising 
the Flag on Iwo Jima.” 
 President Bob closed with a gift for all Club 
33 military veterans: a special Armed Forces Veter-
an Rotarian pin. We know they will be worn with 
pride! 

HOSTS NEEDED 
 
The Rotary International Assem-
bly is coming in January and we’re 
looking for members to host District 
Governor Elects and their partners 
from around the globe on the even-
ing of Wednesday, January 17, 2018 
from 5:30 - 10:00 p.m.   Go to the 
District website and register!  You 
can host from one to as many as you 
like and there are no pre-conceived 
expectations - just food and fellow-
ship.  Questions?  Contact Michelle 
Candland. 

mailto:bhorrocks@gmail.com
https://www.sandiegorotary.club/event/grotarian-holiday-party-timken-museum/
http://www.clubwebrotary.org/hospitality/hosts.html
mailto:michellecandland95@gmail.com
mailto:michellecandland95@gmail.com


FACES IN OUR CROWD 
Annual Salute to Military 

(Left) Chair of the Day Jim Wynkoop, IM presenter Kathleen Car-
roll, guest speaker Lane Nishikawa and President Bob. 

Many of our military guests were pleased to see Meb Keflezighi, who recently par-
ticipated in the November 5th New York Marathon, where he placed 11th.   



CLUB 33 GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Twelve smiling (well, most of the time anyway) Rotarians hit the links at the San Diego Country Club on Friday, November 3rd 
for the first of our three golfing events.  The format was two-person best ball of the foursome, and then the single player’s lowest 
net.  
 
Congratulations to team Ellis Smith, Chris Grassa, Glen Rossman and Bob Kelly who won with a 15-under round for a net of 
57.  Low individual net went to Chris Grassa with a 71 net.   
 
We will play again in early February at SDCC.  Golfers who did not get to play this time are encouraged to respond earlier next 
time to assure they’ll have a spot in the tournament. Special provisions have been made for the next event to lower the cost to 
$100.  This includes golf, cart, lunch and a drink.  Be sure to watch your Rotator and e-mail for the next event.   
 
Looking forward to seeing you on the links for more fellowship and fun, 
 
           Rich Donnelly 
           Chairman   


