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211 San Diego is one of the most 
dynamic public agencies in San 
Diego you’ve probably never 
heard of. Join us and hear from 
CEO John Ohanian about how 
the agency is a nexus to bring the 
organizations together to help 
people efficiently access appro-
priate services, and provide vital 
data and trend information for 
proactive community planning. 
You’ll come away with a greater 
appreciation for their work and 
impact. 

  

Next Meeting 

to leave pulling back their applications.  
Some who left have inquired about coming 
back. Zimmerman urged Rotarians to call 
their city council representative and encour-
age voting for the pay raise so San Diego 
can continue to be the safest big city in the 
U.S. 
 “Our crime rate is lower today than 
decades ago when far fewer people lived 
here,” Zimmerman said. “In 2016, the City 
of San Diego had the second lowest index 
crimes which include murder, rape, robbery, 
aggravated assault, burglary, larceny and 
vehicle theft.” 
 For three years in a row, San Diego 
has had the lowest homicide rate of any of 
the largest cities in the U.S. 
 Zimmerman provided updates on 
the success of the Body Worn Camera Pro-
gram. The department has seen a 41 percent 
decrease in serious complaints and a 47 per-
cent decrease in allegations, comparing 
2013 when we had no cameras to 2016 
when the city had a full year of implementa-
tion.  
 “In addition, there was an 86 per-
cent decrease in allegations where a defini-
tive finding could not be made,” she said. 
Video evidence takes ambiguity out of any 
encounter.  
 The department is using technology 
to improve community safety in other ways. 
One year ago, it placed a ShotSpotter gun-
fire detection sensor system into a 3.6-mile 
area in an area that had been experiencing a 
high number of gun homicides. In this past 
year, there were a total of 128 confirmed 
gunshot activations in the area. Only 23 per-
cent of the activations were called into the 
dispatch center. ShotSpotter enabled offic-
ers to respond 100 percent of the time and 
to a more precise location. Response time 
was reduced by 2.5 minutes.  
 “Gun homicides in the area of cov-
erage averaged more than four a year the 
previous four years,” she said. “This past 
year there were zero.”  
 Speaking on the homeless issue, 
Zimmerman said the homeless problem 
started escalating after the passage of Prop-
osition 47 three years ago. It reduced most 
drug felonies to misdemeanors and removed 
the incentive for chronic drug offenders to 
get treatment.               Continued on page 2  

President Bob opened the 
meeting with good news from 
last week’s auction: a record 
$128,000 raised for the fourth 
largest club in the world and 
one that has been making a dif-
ference for more than 100 
years! 
 Joe Zakowski led the 
Pledge of Allegiance and 

America the Beautiful, accompanied by 
Katie Fulhorst. Stan Lawrence covered 
the news sponsored this week by Ray McKe-
won. Club 33 welcomed new members Ka-
ren Batcher and Laurie Coskey. Michael 
Brunker introduced four  visiting seniors 
ranging in age from 73 to 82.  They were 
hosted by Gil Johnson, John Hawkins, Bill 
McColl (87), and Leon Williams (95) and 
were sponsored by Richard Ledford (39!). 
Christy White pitched members on nomi-
nating deserving 11th grade children, grand-
children and friends to attend Camp Enter-
prise.  
 Alex Robertson, visiting from the 
Torrey Pines La Jolla Club, pitched the Rota-
ry International Convention next June in To-
ronto. December 15 is the cutoff date to re-
ceive a $100 discount.  District Governor 
Scott Carr talked about the importance of 
having good team members to assist the dis-
trict governors and introduced the newest 
member of their team, our very own John 
Neuhart. Read more about John’s appoint-
ment here.  
 Jim Madaffer, Chair  of the Day 
and former San Diego City Councilman, in-
troduced Shelley Zimmerman, the first fe-
male police chief in San Diego history. She 
worked her way up the ranks serving in al-
most every area of the department.  
 Chief Zimmerman hit the highlights 
of the challenges of serving the eighth largest 
City in the U.S. Having the world’s busiest 
international land border crossing being one 
of them.  We also have the lowest pay per 
capita for a big city police department. 
 San Diego has been losing experi-
enced officers to other cities and the police 
department is having difficulty in recruiting 
new people to apply. The city council is vot-
ing on a pay raise on Tuesday, Dec. 5. The 
pay raise notice had immediate positive out-
comes with dozens who were getting ready  
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ANNUAL DONATIONS: 
 
If you would like to make your 
annual contribution before year 
end for tax purposes, please call 
the office with a credit card or mail 
your check before December 29.  
Mailed checks must be postmarked 
no later than the 31st.  The office 
will be closed at noon on Dec. 29 
so please make arrangements prior 
to that time if you plan to pay with 
a credit card.  Checks should  be 
made payable to Rotary Club of 
San Diego Foundation. Thank you.  

http://rotary5340.org/stories/john-neuhart-named-assistant-governor-rotary-club-of-san-diego/


Catch up with the Rotary Club of 
Corpus Christi and the Rotary 
Club of Beaumont on their  Hurr i-
cane Harvey relief efforts.  Our Club 
donated $20,650 to each of the 
Clubs for their relief efforts.  Both 
Clubs have been diligent in their 
follow-up and have kept us updated 
on their progress.  On pages 5 & 6 
they detail how they have used the 
donations and the present state of 
their communities.  They are ex-
tremely grateful to Club 33 for our 
support! 
 
 
 

 
 

ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 
LIBERTY STATION CONFER-
ENCE CENTER UNLESS OTHER-
WISE NOTED 
 

December 

 

7 John Ohanian, CEO,  

       211 San Diego 

 

14 Annual Holiday Program 

 

21 DARK 

 

28  DARK 

 

Stay tuned for information on all 

of our exciting events happening 

in 2018! 

 

Annual Fireside Chat 

Tuesday, January 30 

Time: 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

Cost:  Free 

Location: Academy of Our La-

dy of Peace 

This event is for Grotarians only.  

Please no spouses or guests. 

 

Red Badgers – please come and 

learn more about Club 33 and our 

Committees as we sit by the fire 

on a cool evening in San Diego.  

We will have 8-10 Committee 

Chairs speak about their commit-

tees and how you, as a committee 

member, can help. Even if you 

attended the Poolside Chat, we 

encourage you to attend this event 

too, as we will have different 

Committee Chairs speaking. This 

is always a wonderful evening at 

OLP.  The event includes dinner 

and adult beverages. 

Click here for complete event 

details and to register. 

 

  

Meetings: Every Thursday at Noon, Liberty Station Conference Center, 2600 Laning Road, San Diego, 92106 
Bob Russell, President    Paul Devermann, Executive Director  

San Diego Rotary   2247 San Diego Avenue, Ste. 233, San Diego, CA 92110-2943 
Phone: 619/299-3309  Fax: 619/299-3340   e-mail: paul@rotary33.org    website: http://www.sandiegorotary.club 

GROTARIAN EVENTS 

QUICK BITS 
To Serve and Protect 

Continued from page 1 

  
CALENDAR 

BIRTHDAYS 

It created a revolving door in the community justice 
system, with chronic offenders being cycled from 
arrest, to court date, to the street, over and over. She 
supports the Serial Misdemeanor at Rick Track 
(SMART) program, a collaborative effort to help 
get the chronic offender off the street and back on 
track. 
 Future problems are foreseen with the pas-
sage of Proposition 64 that will legalize marijuana. 
In San Diego, with 11 medicinal marijuana dispen-
saries, our police department has responded to 272 
radio calls at these legal dispensaries over the past 
two and a half years. The calls were for burglaries, 
robberies, thefts, assaults and shootings, plus nu-
merous armed and strong-armed robberies of deliv-
ery service drivers. Zimmerman sent teams to Den-
ver to learn its challenges.  
 “They were told the revenue generated nev-
er accounted for the increased costs of the negative 
effects of marijuana plaguing their City,” she said. 
“These negative effects include DUI fatalities, 
emergency room visits of children, pesticide expo-
sures, volatile gas explosions and fires, increases in 
crime, organized crime and homelessness.” 
 On the controversial topic of immigration, 
Zimmerman emphasized that “we are not immigra-
tion officers and don’t want to be.” The department 
treats a victim or witness to a crime or suspects in a 
crime the same as citizens. 
 “The department receives 1.4 million radio 
calls a year into our communications center, and 
when we get there we have an opportunity to make 
a positive difference in someone’s life at what is 
usually their worst possible moment,” she said. 
 In closing, Zimmerman stressed their com-
mitment to continuous improvement. They wel-
come criticism in an ongoing learning process. 
They view every member of the department as a 
community relations officer. Officers attend more 
than 400 community events every month.  
 “I truly believe today’s police officers are 
better trained, better educated and more profession-
al than at any time in the history of our profession,” 
said Zimmerman, who is retiring soon after 35 
years of service. 
 She said being a police officer is not just a 
job, it is a sacred commitment to protect society— 
“often the most vulnerable and humblest among 
us.” 
 “Please, let all of us continue to partner to-
gether to make our great City even better,” Zimmer-
man urged. 
  

HOSTS NEEDED 
 
The Rotary International Assem-
bly is coming in January and we’re 
looking for members to host District 
Governor Elects and their partners 
from around the globe on the even-
ing of Wednesday, January 17, 2018 
from 5:30 - 10:00 p.m.   Go to the 
District website and register!  You 
can host from one to as many as you 
like and there are no pre-conceived 
expectations - just food and fellow-
ship.  Questions?  Contact Michelle 
Candland. 

 

                                     December  

Norbert Sanders                           4 

Ed Muns               5 

Andy Hewitt               5 

Frank Caperino               5 

Tom Creamer               8 

Miro Copic             10 

https://www.sandiegorotary.club/event/grotarian-fireside-chat-3/?preview_id=3120&preview_nonce=0e52dc09fb&_thumbnail_id=-1&preview=true
http://www.clubwebrotary.org/hospitality/hosts.html
mailto:michellecandland95@gmail.com
mailto:michellecandland95@gmail.com


Laurie Coskey—“Associations-United Way.” Laurie is the President and CEO of 
the United Way of San Diego County.   
 
At age 10, Laurie told her parents she wanted to be a Rabbi.  After receiving a de-
gree from Stanford University and 5 years of seminary at Hebrew Union College, 
she was ordained as a Rabbi in 1985.  
 
Laurie served a local congregation for several years, then stepped away from the 
pulpit to raise her two sons and earn a doctorate in leadership at USD.  
 
She also serves on various Boards such as the San Diego Convention Center Cor-
poration, the Union Tribune Community Advisory Board and the Regional Task 
Force on the Homeless. 
 
Doug Arbon, Bink Cook and Kristen Ford were her  sponsors.   
Email: laurie.coskey@uwsd.org 

MEMBERSHIP 

Please welcome our newest members to the club: 

CAMP ENTERPRISE-LEGACY APPLICATIONS 

Karen Batcher—“Law-Corporate and Securities.” Karen is Senior Counsel with 
Teeple Hall, LLP. 
 
Karen is a former member of the Chula Vista and Escondido Rotary Clubs.  She 
encouraged her mother to join Rotary, who eventually began president of the Chula 
Vista club. 
 
She comes from a family of avid sailors and grew up sailing on the San Francisco 
Bay. When she was 12 years old, she and her family moved on a boat and sailed for 
three and half years, mostly in the Sea of Cortez.  
 
Karen earned an undergraduate degree at UCLA and her law degree from USD. She 
is a single mom raising two very active teenagers.  
 
Paul Hartley was her  sponsor .   
Email: karen@teeplehall.com 

Members of San Diego Rotary Club 33 are allowed to nominate an eligible high school junior to attend Camp Enterprise as a 
“legacy.”  The definition of a legacy is a son/daughter, grandson/granddaughter, direct relative of the member or close 
family friend.  Rotary Camp Enterprise is on March 15 – 17, 2018 at Camp Cedar Glen, Julian. 
  
Below are the steps for you, the nominating Rotarian, to complete for the nomination of your legacy candidate: 
  
  
Step 1:  Check with your nominee and nominee’s guardians as to their interest in attending.  Share this website for infor-

mation:  http://www.sandiegorotary.club/service/camp-enterprise/ 
Step 2:  Confirm nominee can attend the entire duration of Camp from Marcy 15-1, 2018 
Step 3:  Obtain permission from nominee’s school to miss two days of school. 
Step 4:  Fill out the nominee information form and send to Christy White no later than January 19, 2018 
Step 5:  Ensure student has a ride to our Rotary meeting on Thursday, March 15.  (Camp Enterprise Student Chair will confirm 

nominee’s spot in Camp) 
  
Please complete the information and return the form via mail or email by January 19, 2018.  If you have questions please contact 
Christy White at 858-336-4795 or Bridget Meckley at 619 886-3606.      

  
***COMPLETE APPLICATION PACKETS ARE E-MAILED TO THE STUDENT IN MID-FEBRUARY*** 
  
CLICK HERE FOR THE NOMINATION SUBMISSION FORM 
CLICK HERE FOR THE LEGACY PARENT INFORMATION PACKET 

mailto:laurie.coskey@uwsd.org
mailto:karen@teeplehall.com
http://www.sandiegorotary.club/service/camp-enterprise/
mailto:cwhite@christywhite.com
https://www.sandiegorotary.club/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/RCE-LEGACY-NOMINATION-2018.pdf
https://www.sandiegorotary.club/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Legacy-parent-information-packet.pdf


FACES IN OUR CROWD 

(Left) Andy Hewitt brought in donuts in honor of the police chief’s visit; (right) President Bob with Larry Hoeksema and Jan McDonough. 

(Left) District Governor Scott Carr with new Assistant Governor John Neuhart; (right) Prez Bob with Chief Zimmerman and Alex  
Robertson, President of the Torrey Pines Club.  

Thank you to Police Chief Shelley 
Zimmerman for addressing the club a 
final time before her retirement.   
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