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The Inspiration of Service 

August 30, 2018 
 

Dan Shea &  
Peter Seidler 

 
San Diego’s Homeless  

Crisis 
 

Peter Seidler and Dan Shea studied 
homeless issues, convened business 
and political leaders and raised 
funding, bringing their ideas for a 
short-term solution to get homeless 
people off the streets to execution. 
Seidler is General Partner of the 
San Diego Padres and a founder and 
Managing Partner of Seidler Equity 
Partners. Shea is a partner in Para-
digm Investment Group, which runs 
140 restaurants across the U.S. He 
is also co-owner of Donovan’s 
Steak and Chop House restaurants. 
 
They will address San Diego’s 
homelessness situation including 
the following topics: 
 
(a) What San Diego’s annual “point 
in time” homeless count tells us. 
(b) The importance of a fact-based, 
analytical and collaborative culture 
among San Diego leaders (business, 
political, philanthropic, service pro-
viders, educational, etc.) 
(c) The facts lead San Diego to 
Bridge Shelter Tents.  Focused col-
laboration made them a success. 
(d) Customizing the “Housing 
First” model for San Diego. 
(e) Puzzle pieces including mental 
health, low cost supportive housing, 
veteran’s needs, the elderly, etc. 
(f) Key next steps for all of us to 
support. 

  

Next Meeting 

In my mind, Nancy Scott has 
been the one to beat in terms 
of fashion.  She boldly styles 
pattern and color and acces-
sorizes like nobody’s busi-
ness.  Yes, Nancy has always 
been a bit of a sartorial icon 
at Club 33.  That is until this 
past Thursday’s meeting 
when Nancy was dethroned 
by “Hey-Jude” (I can only 

assume she is a Beatles fanatic?), the rhine-
stone tiara-wearing wife of District Governor 
Mel Gallegos.  Who knew that being the 
spouse of a DG was a position of royalty?  
Not I.  But then, I have only been a Rotarian 
for a couple of years and still have much to 
learn.  
 Thursday got off to an early start as 
our 60+ committees showcased their latest 
projects and plans for the upcoming Rotary 
year.  I didn’t get a chance to visit all of the 
tables (too busy trying to recruit anyone and 
everyone to the Rotary International and Mi-
crocredit Committee, of course!).  But, if the 
ones I did see are any indication, we’re head-
ed for another incredibly impactful year.  
One of the things I love about our club is its 
diversity. No matter what you’re passionate 
about, there is a committee for you. 
 After President Suzy called the 
meeting of the first Rotary Club in San Die-
go to order, fourth-generation Californian, 
Army veteran, and world-traveler Dean 
Crowder delivered the Inspirational Mo-
ment.  Though Dean has sought inspiration 
around the globe, he reminded us that bril-
liance can be found close to home--in our 
own Balboa Park. 
 Thank you to Divya Kakaiya and the 
Healthy within Brain Wellness Center for 
sponsoring this week’s news. 
 Speaking of local inspiration, Presi-
dent Suzy’s Art and Music Moment high-
lighted Club 33 fave, the Monarch School.  
Recently returned from maternity leave, Erin 
Spiewak shared the key role ar t plays at 
her school.  Not only is art a vehicle for self-
expression, it is also a way for the students to 
heal as they process the traumas they have 
experienced as a result of homelessness.  
Twenty years ago, a group of Monarch  

Camille Newbern 
Editor 

students had the opportunity to work with 
renowned Chicano muralist Mario Torero 
to create a number of murals, three of 
which still adorn the walls of the school 
today.  The trio of murals depicts the diffi-
cult realities of life on the street, dreams of 
a more peaceful way of life and the com-
munity working together to create change.  
All very apt for Rotary, wouldn’t you say? 
 As many of us are all too familiar, 
no good deed goes unpunished (or unfined) 
in Club 33.  Bruce Knowlton, on behalf of 
Moss Adams, was kind enough to invite all 
club military veterans and active duty per-
sonnel to his company’s MCAS Miramar 
Air Show Open House on September 28.  
Bruce was even kinder to donate $350 in 
exchange for the mike time. You can find 
more information on this event on page 3. 
 Given the program, we had quite a 
few VIPs in the audience (I mentioned the 
tiara, right?), including a number of past 
and incoming District Governors.  Current 
DG Mel Gallegos assisted President Suzy 
in presenting the Paul Harris Fellow pins to 
the latest inductees.  Named after Rotary 
founder Paul Harris, the fellowship recog-
nized the individuals who contribute at 
least $1000 to the Rotary Foundation of 
Rotary International, which fund RI’s an-
nual program fund, Polio Plus and the Hu-
manitarian Grants Program.  Congratula-
tions to Steve Coopersmith on his first Paul 
Harris fellow, Divya Kakaiya on her sec-
ond and President Elect David Oates on his 
third.  DG Mel reminded us that each Paul 
Harris fellow saves four lives.  He did not 
elaborate on this (nor did my Google 
search), so if anyone has any details, please 
fill me in because that sounds pretty cool. 
 Our Chair of the Day was none 
other that our President of the Year.  And 
the Rotarian visiting from the furthest dis-
tance?  Well, that was Rotary royalty and 
Ringo Star enthusiast, “Hey-Jude.” 
 DG Mel is no stranger to service.  
As a registered nurse and healthcare pro-
vider, he has made a profession out of car-
ing for others.  So Rotary would seem like 
the obvious choice, right?  Well, surpris-
ingly it wasn’t for Mel.   
 
                                Continued on page 2 
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CLUB 33 DOUBLES TENNIS 
 
Tuesday, August 28  
5:30 - 7:00 pm 
Barnes Tennis Center 
Cost: $15 per person 
All levels of play are welcome! 
Click here to register. Please contact 
Bruce Hunt if you have any ques-
tions.   

 

ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 
LIBERTY STATION CONFER-
ENCE CENTER UNLESS OTHER-
WISE NOTED 
 
August 

30 Dan Shea and Peter Seidler-

San Diego’s Homeless Crisis 

 

September  

6 Patti Roscoe and Scott 

McGaugh - USS Midway 

Museum 

 

13 Captain Chris Cavanaugh,  

       USN - Argentine Sub  

       Rescue 

 

 

 

Elephant Odyssey Bridge Deck 

at the San Diego Zoo 

Date: Tuesday, September 18 

Time: 5:00 pm—7:00 pm 

Cost: $30 per person 

 

Join the Grotarians for a roaring 

good time at the San Diego Zoo! 

We will walk across the new 

Canopy Bridge to a private 

lounge area. It is a 450 foot 

bridge that connects the two sides 

of the zoo.  When you look down 

from the bridge, you will have a 

great view of the pandas.  The fun 

continues at the private lounge 

area, where we will have a 

presentation and animal encoun-

ter while enjoying beverages and 

appetizers.  

 

Space is limited therefore each 

member is limited to one guest.   

 

Click here for more information 

and to register.  

 

Meetings: Every Thursday at Noon, Liberty Station Conference Center, 
2600 Laning Road, San Diego, 92106 

Suzy Spafford, President    Paul Devermann, Executive Director  
San Diego Rotary   2247 San Diego Avenue, Ste. 233, San Diego, CA 92110-2943 

GROTARIAN EVENTS 

  
CALENDAR 

BIRTHDAYS 

The Small Club Joint Venture Com-
mittee wants to remind you to 
consider doing your meeting 
makeups with the Southeast San 
Diego Rotary Club.  They now 
meet on Wednesdays at noon at the 
Jackie Robinson YMCA. Please 
contact Dianne Crawford at sesdro-
tary@yahoo.com the day before you 
plan to attend. 

          August 

Bill Thaxton   27 

Josh Buchholz   27 

Craig Barrett   28 

John Hill   29 

Tom Wilson   29 

Doug Myers   30 

Mark Nelson   31 

Tom Vecchione   31 

   September 

James Buley   1 

Bruce Hunt   1 

Bonnie Schwartz  1 

Dick Green   2 

Stan Hartman   2 

 

 QUICK BITS 

 

Give the Gift of Rotary 
Prospective Member Reception 

September 6 
11:15—noon 

Click here for details and to register  
 
 

Are you ready to bring in a 
new member?  The club has 
designed a NEW ONLINE 
SPONSOR QUESTION-
NAIRE form which is easier 
to fill out and to submit.  The 
link to the form can be found 
on our website under New 
Member Application Forms 
here https://
www.sandiegorotary.club/
about-us/member-
information/.   
 

The Inspiration of Service 
continued from page 1 

MEMBERSHIP  

When his wife joined the El Cajon Breakfast club in 
1990, she told Mel that he was not qualified to be a 
Rotarian because he did not own his own business.  
(I suspect that she just didn’t want to share the 
crown.)  But, as an RN and floor manager, Mel 
learned that he was very much qualified and fol-
lowed in his wife’s footsteps.  He asked us to reflect 
on our sponsor, the person who had welcomed us to 
Rotary, and all of the doors that had opened as a 
result of that.  At Mel’s first international conven-
tion, he realized that no matter where we’re from, all 
Rotarians speak the same language of service and 
have the same goals.  And through his service trips 
to Africa, Mel learned just how much good Rotary 
does--and how much we still need to do.  At this 
point, RI has immunized 2.5 billion children world-
wide against Polio, reducing the disease by 99.9% 
since 1985.  But until we reach 100%, our work is 
not done. 
 And in what may be the first, and last, time 
in Rotary history, our meeting ending nearly 15 
minutes ahead of schedule.   

https://www.sandiegorotary.club/event/club-33-tennis-round-2/
mailto:bruceahunt@prodigy.net
https://www.sandiegorotary.club/event/grotarian-event-elephant-odyssey-bridge-deck-at-the-san-diego-zoo/
mailto:sesdrotary@yahoo.com
mailto:sesdrotary@yahoo.com
https://www.sandiegorotary.club/event/prospective-member-reception-4/
https://www.sandiegorotary.club/about-us/member-information/
https://www.sandiegorotary.club/about-us/member-information/
https://www.sandiegorotary.club/about-us/member-information/
https://www.sandiegorotary.club/about-us/member-information/


MILITARY AFFAIRS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The annual MCAS Miramar Airshow is coming up in late September and each year Moss Adams hosts an Airshow Open House 
as they have the BEST view from their office to watch the Blue Angels fly by!  This year, Moss Adams is proud to host our mil-
itary colleagues here at San Diego Rotary. 
 
The goal of their event is to express their appreciation of our veteran and military community so they are extending an invitation 
to San Diego Rotary members with active or veteran military status.   
 

The event will take place in the Moss Adams office on Friday, September 28th from 1:30 pm—5:00 pm.  Their office is 
located on 4747 Executive Drive, Ste. 1300, San Diego 92121. Military guest speaker Kim Mitchell, CEO of Veteran’s Vil-

lage, will be there to share her story and that of Veteran’s Village. 
 

Refreshments and light appetizers will be served.   
 
If you are a veteran or active military member and are interested in attending this event, please contact Military Affairs Commit-
tee Chair Doug Taber or committee member LeAnne Stefl for further details on how to register.   
 

 

The Military Affairs Committee is also compiling a list of Club members that are Veterans for 
future outreach.   

Please click this link to let us know if you are a veteran or active duty member. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ClubVeteranSurvey 
      

Thank you for your past service, support and participation.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

MOSS ADAMS AIR SHOW OPEN HOUSE 

mailto:doug@dougtaber.com
mailto:Leanne@solvereglobalsolutions.com
https://club.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a9e1fad920d69a57e7eceb8dd&id=75a632a1e9&e=c0ff5281d2


FACES IN OUR CROWD 
Photos Courtesy of Paul Nestor 

San Diego Rotary Committee Showcase 



FACES IN OUR CROWD 
Photos Courtesy of Paul Nestor 

(Left) District Governor 
Mel Gallegos with his 
wife Judy and Past DG 
Marge Cole; (right) Erin 
Spiewak discusses the  
murals found at Monarch 
School.  

(Left) Mike Conner delivered our News; (right)  Bruce Knowlton invited the club’s military veterans and active duty members to 
Moss Adam’s Airshow Open House.  

President Suzy and DG Mel Gallegos presented Paul Harris Fellow awards to members Steve Coopersmith (left), Divya Kakaiya 
(center), and to President-Elect David Oates (right).  

(Left) DG Gallegos presents Suzy with a custom-made challenge coin; (right) New member Janessa Goldbeck with member  
Kimberley Layton.  


